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2 Shri of the Couny f DE V. 0 f 1 1 
AND TO T HE. 3 


Gentlemen of t the Grand-Juiy, 


Kelland, NN William Bruton,” 5 
ary Incledon, E M 
Iriſtopher Harris,, Samuel Cooke, | | 
Ithur Culme, Adrian Sweet, 
cn Fownes, Robert Bluet, 

| 


n Burrington, SEfqs; John Upcot, SEſqs; 
drew Davy, William Long, 
h Champernoun, John Burdon, 
ham Dennis, x Roger Giffard, 


lam Cholwich, Richard Dyer, 
puphry Aricot, bu — e0O 


led, 


His Diſeourſe bad not "yg 
the Light but in pure Obe- 
e to Tour Commands. How= 
r, 1 hahe, the good Delign of it 
4 n ſome meaſure,, atone 4 4 


4 * its 's Defeds. "Righteouſhek an 
Peace are abſolutely Neceſſary if 
male us happy here and hereafter 
And if any Thing I have offere 
upon thoſe Subjects, ſhall contri 
Bute to thoſe Grand Ends, nx 

to the Bleſſing of God, whic 
only can Kin ug it effecual,; it mul 
2 Aſcribd to the Regard Iou har 


Seen pleaſed to ew to the heartf 
2 ndeavours of, 


Gentlemen, 
Pour moſt Faithful, 


and Humble Servant, 


K. Molcomb 
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JAMES III. the Laſt Verſe. | 
And the Fruit of Righteouſneſs u ſown in Peace 
0 of them that make peace. | 


N this and the preceding Verſe we have a Deſerip- 
tion of the Vi ſdom which is from above. In the 
former, the Apoſtle reckons up the Excellent Qua- 
lities of it; The Wiſdom which is from above is fir 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full 

of Mercy and good Fruit, without Partiality, and without! 
lypocriſy, This, I think, gives us as lovely an Idea off 
the Chriſtian Religion, as can be repreſented : For, td 
be pure in Heart and Life; of an amicable, candid and 
charitable Diſpoſition ; ready zo forgive, and willing 10 
communicate; and all this without the Proſpect of any 
Secular Advantage; without any Fraud, or Deſign x 
without ſerving a Party, or One's own Temporal 
Intereſt by it; without Partiality, and without Hypos 
criſy : This is a Character which many Perſons are not 
willing to go to the price of; but, I preſume, all muſh 
love and admire. And becauſe all Cauſes are moſt cer 
tainly known by their Effects, and the beſt Judgmeny 
we can make, whether the /7ſuom, which is from oY 
governs in a Perſon's Mind, is by the Fruit of his Life 
the Apoſtle adds, that rbe Fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſown 
in Peace of them that make Peace. TO 1 
From which words I will obſerve, that there art 
Three Things neceſſary to prove a Perſon under the 
Conduct of the Wiſdom which is from above. 


1 
; i 

3 

| I. Te 

4 


An ASSIZE SERMON | 


1. That he bring forth be Fruit of Righteouſneſs. 
II. That rbe Fruit of bir Righreoufreſs be ſown in 
Peace. And 
III. That he be Maker of Peace. 


I. Firft then, by Righteouſneſs we are to underſtand 
the whole compaſs of our Duty, both with reſpe& to 
God, our Neighbour and our Sefves. And by the Fruit 
F Righteouſneſs, thoſe Graces and Virtues which thine 
forth in the Lives of thoſe who are -Chriſtians indeed 
ie Glory F God is advancd, the zrue Intereſt 
of Mankind promoted, and their on Peace and Happi- 
Ineſs ſecur d. And becauſe all the main Ends and Pe- 
igns of Wiſdom are fully anſwer'd, by bringing forth 
be Fruit of Righteouſneſs ; therefore, the Fear of God, 
Which is the Roor from whence they:ſpring, is often in 
the Scriptures call d WISDOM. it ſelf. The fear of 
abe Lord that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil is Un 
derſtanding. . 1 | 
There is an inſeparable Connexion between Piet) 
and Prudence; and every one is ſo far truly wiſe, as, 
by the Fruit of his Righteouſneſs, he can prove himſelf to 
tbe ſincerely good. That he doth the Vill of God from 
the Heart; That he hath reſpect unto all bis Command: 
Pente; and makes it the chief Concern of his Lite # 
Keep a Conſcience void of Offence, bath tawards God and 
warde Man: Such Integrity, the Fruit of ſuch an 
ive and univerſal \Rrghbreouſneſs, is the only true 
ett of a Man's Wiſdom. From whence we cannot but 
ſee, what flender Claims a great Part of Mankind can 
r 0 ARTE O'S Y 
Ho many are there who ſet up for being Virtuous, 
al becauſe they abſtain from a Vice or two, to 
Which they have little or no Temptation, and which 


may not well agree with their Worldly Deſigns? How 
many think themſelves good, for no better Reaſon than 
this, that ſome People, in zbeir Opinion, are much worſe 


There 


than themſelves? 


Preachd at EXON. ' 7 
There are a fort of Men among us, who ſeem to diſy 
charge their whole Abhorrence of Sin againſt the ſingle! 
Vice of Hypocriſy; and vainly imagine, that if they are 
not chargeable with any Hlattery or Diſimulation, that 
no other Guile can poſhbly ſtick to them. Theſe are 
they who count it not Sbame to Rior in the Day-time, and 
cauſe the Voice of their Prophanations, of their Oaths 
and Curſes, to be heard in the very Streets, and yet aß 
lend and as abominable in their Doings as ſuch Perſons! 
are: There are few of them but will take it very much 
amiſs, if they are not thought to be highly in the Iute- 
re#, either of the Church, or State, or both. But how 
much either of them is beholding to ſuch Pillars and Pa- 


b riots as theſe are, we are inform'd from the Mouth of 
[ Truth it ſelf, in the 4th Chap. of Hoſea, 2d and 3d Ver. 
0 Where, notwithſtanding the great Deteſtation ſome of 
f jou Common Swearers and Libertines will pretend they 
1 ave of Liars and Thieves, of thoſe who abuſe Religion by 

Hypocriſy, or the Publick by Fraud, yet the Prophet aſ- 
7 ſures us, that all join together to pull down the Judg- 
$, ments of God upon a Church and Nation. His Words! 
" are theſe : By Swearimg, and Lying, and Killing, and 
m | Stealing, aud committing Adultery, they break out, and 
a. Blond toucheth Blood; for theſe things ſhall the: Land 


mourn. ae ts N 3 
"Tis unaccountable by what Stratagems the Great 
Deceiver of Mankind, can work up ſome Perſons Who 
are ſo notoriouſly bad, into fo good an Opinion of them- 
ſelves, when their Vices are ſo open and ſcaudalous, fol 
much within „igt and bearing that they fall under the 
Cognizance of the Civil Magiſtrate, as well as the Cenſures 
of the Church. _ 42 + 


1s, Pr _ 
to There are others, who, if they do but refrain from} 
ch the beggarly Crimes of S EAR TVG and D RUN 
JW KENNESS, Sins for which there's nothing to be ſaid, | 


and by which there's nothing to be gotten, will give 
themſelves a much greater Liberty in other more gain- 
ful Vices, which may be better kept under covert; and 
what ſuch People would paſs upon the World for 7255 l 


reouſneſs | 


85 
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B Au As SIZE SERMON 

Pouſneſt, is nothing elſe but a Dexterity of covering 
me real Vices with pretended Virtue. | 
How artfully have ſome Perſons clok'd their Cre. 
goruſneſs and Ambition, and kept their Worldly Projects 
and Deſigns out of fight, by pretending a mighty Zea] 
for ſome things that look another way? And are always 
full of Scruples; always ſtraining at Knats, to make it 
look impoſlible that ever they ſhould be able to ſwa]- 
low a Camel. How many are there who endeavour to 


14; 7 


conceal their hard Dealing, and to ſupply the defects of 


Charity, and Common Honeſty, by making the greater 
Noiſe about leſſer Matters? As if they > = it was 
their Province only to zalk, and quarrel about Religion, 
and other Peoples Buſineſs to practice it 
Tis evident from hence, that there are but few of any 
ſort to be met with without ſome Pretenſions to the 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs; and that the Number of thoſe 
Whoſe Pretenſions are juſt and warrantable is not very 
great. From whence we may infer, The Neceſſity that 
ies upon every Perſon to prove hit own Work, that ſo be 
may have Rejoicing in himſelf, and not in another. 


t 


A 

Ewell afſur'd; that he doth not pur Evil for Good, or Good 
or Evil: For, as diſcerning as the preſent Age pretends 
to be, this Caution will not ſeem unneceſſary, when 


tis conſider d, what an Aſcendant great Examples, (u. 


tom, and the common Cry, have gotten, not only upon 
the Pords: and Acliont of Men, but even upon their 
Judgment too. It is too much within their Power to /p- 


preſs a V irtue and to ſer up a Vice, and ſometimes to 


Wmakethe oe paſs for the ozber. QUALITY X NUM- 
ERS give a fort of Autbority to Wickedneſs: They ſet 
the Simer above the Shame; and then the Conſcience ſoon 
becomes in/en/ible of the Guilt : For let a Practice never 
fo prophane, brutiſh, uncharitable, or aiſloyal, but once 
grow FASHIONABLE, the Terrour and Detormity 
of it quickly wear out. Tis eafily reconcil'd to the 

Fancy, and, what is worſt of all, the contrary V. mY 


* r ˙— —IꝛůT4 7 ˙—˙—˙— . ²˙¹e 23 renee > <EPIID oo oo > Way, 
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And 1f,, with reſpect to the Nature of it, to be very 


ular. 


theſe, may be an Alomination in the fight of God, We 
muſt therefore try the Fruit of our Righteouſneſs by his 
infallible Word of Truth, which plainly diſtinguiſhes 
the PRECIOUS from the VILE, and is only able 
u make us Wiſe unto Salvation. 


Many very good Expreſſions have been vented for very 


7 Mi Pmpoſes, and the moſt ſacred Duties of Religion pro- 
© MWillitated to the vi/e& and baſe# Deſigns. Our Bleſſed Sa- 
e our charges the Scribes and Phariſees with Faſting and 
J 


Praying to be ſoon of Men, and to devour Widows Houſes. 


Chrift himſelf ont of Strife and Contention, We mult there- 
bre confider, that tis not enough for us te ſpe. , the 
Intb, but we muſt ſpeak it from the Heart. Every 


y rd muſt have a good Meaning; and whatſvever we 
od % we mut do it heartily as unto the Lord, and not unto 
ds len, knowing that of the Lord we ſhall receive the Reward, 
211 


fr we ſerve the LordChriff. f ES] ge 
And to do this acceprably, tis not oply required that 
Fe ſhould bring forth good Fruit, good in its Kind and. 


Ir gd in its Dyzention; but we muſt know further, that 
ee $pirir of God lays alſo a very great Streſs upon the 

to emer of its Production. We have a ſtrict Charge. 
2 laid upon us, that all our Thins s ſhou!d be done with (ba- 
e 


My; we are to take Care that our Good be not evil ſpo- 


re further to offer upon this Argument, that none 
ut the peaceable Fruit of Rrghreouſneſs are by Teſus 
Urift unto tbe Praiſe and Glory of God, And this brings 
Ne to conſider the Second ting neceſſary, to prove a Per- 
n under the Conduct of the 4 if.lom which is from above, 


Preachd at EXT ON. 9 
hall be repreſented as ſomething that's very odd and u- 


There is nothing more unconſtant than the Voice of 
the Populace; nothing more apt to miſlead us than the 
Applauſe of Men, nor any thing more deceittul than 
gr own Hearts. So that what is highly approvd by all 


2dly, Great Regard ought to be had to our Intentions. 


Wind St. Pau] tells us, there were ſome who preach'd + 


kenof. And I hope to make it very plain, oy what 1 
11 


and 


E RI "ap, LEE. id ods. 
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and that is, That he ſows the Fruit of. his Rig bier ſuſ 


in Peace. 


II. By ſowing the Fruit of Righteouſneſs in Peace, w; 
are to underſtand, in general, the directing our #4; 
and Ations to the Preſervation, or procuring the Tran- 
quillity and Repoſe, of others: When we carefully. 
void every thing that may raiſe in them any needliſ 
Fears, or give em any unneceſſary Di ſquiet. And the 
Spirit of God is pleas d to make uſe of this Metaphor of 
Sowing in Peace, to allure us, that there is much more 
to be expected from ſuch a generous Regard to the 
Eaſe and Ad vantage of others, than the preſent Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction of it, though that be very great. That 
Righteouſneſs thus ſown in Peace will ſpring up into e- 
verlaſting Life, and that nothing leſs than a perfect State 
of Blifs in another World, will be the Product of {ucha 
pure and peaceable Behaviour in this. 
PEACE then, as it ſtands in the Text, muſt be con- 
ider d both as a Duty and as a Bleſing; and under this 
View tis a Demonſtrative Argument, how cloſely our 
Obedience and our Intereſt are twiſted together: For tlie 
Chriftian Law commands a peaceable Diſpoſition, and 
tis plain, both in Reaſon and Experience, that there 1s 
no being wiſe or happy without it. = 
But becauſe there is nothing fo good, or ſo neceſſary, 
but hath its Enemies and Oppoſers ; and ſome of thole 
- who are Enemies to Peace have the Vanity to think 
themſelves Friends to Religion: Becauſe there are too 
many Perſons every where to be met with who ſeem 
to make it heir greateſt Pleaſure to diſpleaſe others, and i | 
think it an Incroachment upon their Chriſtian Liberty to il 
de ty d up to Peace and Unzry; I will therefore lay be- 
fore you ſome of thoſe many Obligations we are all un- 
der to live in Peace. 


. 3 1, A 


A * 
* 


Preachd au EXON, 11 
1. As Private Perſons. 


2. As we are ſubject to Civil Government, and linbd 


ord; 

ran-Wogether in one Society and Common Iutoreſt. 

dlefs 3. As we are Members of the Chriſtian Church, are ad- 
theMMnitted into the ſame Covenant by One Buptifyr, make 

r of rofeilion of One Faitb, and worſhip One God and Com- 

nore on Father of us all. HD | ? 
the | „ 

ure 1. Then, if we conſider our ſelves in a private Capa- 

That, the Wiſdom which is from above directs us to follow 


to e- 
tate 
ch a 


EAC E with all Men; To ſtudy the Things that make for | 
ace; And, if it bepoſſible, as much as in us lies, to live {| 
eaceably with all Men. From whence tis plain, that | 
he Goſpel of Peace will not allow any Perſon te proceed | 
1 Nigour, though it be for Recovery of Right, till he 
bath try'd all Fair Means, and done as much as in him 
les to procure an amicable Accommodation; and that 
othing but Neceſſty can juſtity any ſort of Contention 
8 1185 


2, Our Obligations to ſuw the Fruit of bur Nigbteou 
eſs in Peace will rife higher, if we conſider our ſelves 
ub jede; becauſe, the Evils conſequent upon a Breach 
i Peace, as we ſtand thus related, are much more fatal 


con. 
this 
our 
r the 
and 
re 15 


ary, 
hole 
ink 


too Had extenſive. If one Han /in againſt another the Fulge ſhall 
cem Ne him. There's fome Satisfaction to be given for a 
and Nate Injury, and ſome Reparation to be made to Relr= | 
0 to n, which ſuffers by all manner of Strife; but if a 
be- Plan /n againft the Lord, by openly aſſaulting, or ſecrerly f 
um endermining, his Ordinance of Government : If by of- 

Fling any Violence to the publick Peace, he endeavours | 

o break in upon thoſe Fences which God himſelf hath | 
„ep, for the Prorection of the Weak and Innocent, and 
e Terrour of evil Doers: How daring are ſuch Crimes in 


eir Nature ? How dreadful in cheir Conſequences £ And 
nder what a Load of Gt mult thoſe Pe ſons lie, who 
Sa . Ng Irs 


= 1 # 7 <2 
e * ee ; 
CY AA a 
( * 
LE 50 
8 
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nother in zbe fear of God. The Laws of Chris ſtrike at 
with 294 to ſhew all Meekneſs unto all Men; to b 
, #ll things, believer all things, hopeth all things, endureth) 


lious can thrive; and til 
in ſunder, and caſt away thoſe Cords from him, tis im- 


any thing that's Fa#ious or Sedirious 


was offerd him, he return d none; when he was reviled, 


but committed himſelf to Him that judgeth righteouſly. 


 oblig d to forgive, the two great Preſervatives of Peace, 
run fo much againſt the Grain of Corrupt Nature, ourf 


Peace of Civil Goverument, and particularly a: by 


12 - 48 ASSIZE SERMON 
are anſwerable for all the Wickedneſs and M iſchief o 
Confufion ? So ſtrifily are we oblig d to preſerve the er- 
of Government as Men; and how Te more as Chriſi- 
ans: For the Goſpel, not only affords. us the cleajet 
Light to guide our Feet into the Way of Peace, but allo 
lays us under the higheſt Engagements to walk in it: 
It commands us to ſubmit our F ha to every Ordinance 
of Man for the Lords ſake; and to render unto Ceſar th 
Things that are Cafar's, from the ſame Principle of Cy: 
feience that we render unto God the Things that are God's; 
and to diſpoſe us readily to ſubmit our ſelves to one a. 


the Roots of Pride and Revenge, the Common Difturber 
of the Peace of Mankind, by obliging us to be ch 


flow 10 V rar ready to forgive, and above all things t 
put on Charity, which ſuffereth long and is kind, bearet! 


all thing. 1 5 | 
Where theſe Precepts prevails nothing that's Rebel: 
a Perſon can break thoſe Band: 


pothble for his Judgment to allow, or his Will to rel, 


And becauſe the being held back from Revenge, and 


Bleſſed Saviour is pleas'd to add the force of his own Ex: 
ample to recommend them : For all the Violence that 


he rewiled not again; when he fufery, be threaten d nt: 


And d14 not his Beftiples walk by the fame Rule? Did 
ever Perſons ſuffer M uucb Evil, for doing ſo much god 


and behave themſeWes fo peaceably under it? Can the 


wW hich they were ſn much perſecuted, be better aarded 
by Conſcience, than St. Paul hath done it, in the tc 
firſt Verſes of the 13th Chapter of his Epiſile to the RG 


” | mam, 


„ nat Dodo. Snmamd ond. we ae... x ooo a 


. 


Preach'd at EXON. 13 
mans ? Let every Soul be ſubjef to the Higher Powers, 
there 1s un 544 but of Cal the 8 be are ay | 
dahin d of God; whofoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, re- 

erh the Ordinance of God; and they that reſi, ſhall re- 
ceive to themſelves Damnation. How careful is he to 
| charge T7zus, to put the Church of Crete in mind zo be 
ſubject to Principalities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates? 
And exhorts Timothy, that Prayers, Supplications, Inter- 
ceſions and giving of Thanks, ſhould be made for all Men, 
eſpecially for Kings, and them that are ſet in Authority, 
that we may lead quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Ggdli- 
| neſs and Honeſty. I mention this Exhortation to Timo- | 
thy, for the Reaſon annex d to it ; which, I think, is ſuf- | 
ficient of it ſelf, without the Aiſiſtance of any other | 
Revelation, to give all Perſons, who have a due Value 
for Religion, the Abhorrence of Faction and Sedition: For | 
what #orldly Advantages foever ſome Turbulent Spirits 
may have made of ſuch wicked Practices, Godlineſs and 
Honeſty are always ſure to be the greateſt Sufferers by | 
them... For when the Reins of Government are broken, 
and the Luſts of Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Envy and Re- 
venge are let looſe, what Havock muſt they make of 
Faith and a Good Conſcience; of every thing that is juſt 
and facred? In ſhort, we cannot be good Chriſtians ex- 
cept we be good Subjects; he that will be pure, muſt be 
peaceable. . „ 1 

And our Obligations to live peaceably under that Go- 
vernment to which we are ſubject, not only for Wrath, 1 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake; not to refit its Authority, | 
becauſe ir 75 of God, and for hi Glory; always to prefer 
the publick Peacegnd Intereft betore any private Advan- | 
tage; are the neceſſary Supports of all Government what- } 

ſoever. And theſe are no Re/traWts upon our Liberties, | 
but upon our Lufts, and are defign'd to with-hold us 
from ruining our ſelves and orbers ; which is evident 
from the Advice of Viſclom it ſelf, My Son, fear thouebe | 
Lord aud the King, and meddle not with them that are gi- 
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woo knoweth the Ruin of them both? 
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3. We are more eſpecially oblig'd to ſow the Fruit of 
our Righteouſneſs in Peace, as we are Members of the 
Church of Chrift, Profeſſors of the Goſpel of Peace, and 
Subject to Him who is the Prince of it. Dy” 


LOFE is the Great Commandment; the Perfection and 
Fulfilling of the Chriſtian Law; the very Eſſence of it 
conſiſteth in Union: And PEACE is nothing elſe but 
that Tranquillity which reſults from it; that ſerene 
State which they enjoy who have nothing to fear from 
each other. 5 e 
Ihe Peace and Proſperity of the Church of Chriſt, are, 

by bis own Spirit, 8 to the Health and Vigour of 

the Natural Body,which We know are maintained by the 
good Agreement of the Hummurs, and a conſtant Com- 
munication of Blood and Spirits thro? the whole, where. 
by that which every Part lacketh is recruited by what all 
the reſt ſupply, that there might be uno Schifm in the Body, 
but that the Members might have the ſame Care one of anq- 
ther. And thus it is in the Myſtical Body of Chriit ; the 
Members cannot edify one another in Faith and Love, but 
by Union and Communion. There muſt he ove Common 
F Intereſt, and a Sympathy in the whole Body; il, one 
Member be honoured, all mu rejoice with it; and if one 
Member ſuffer, all the Members muit ſuffer with it. Then 
is the Church of Chriſt like a City, that is at Unity in iti 
EF ſelf: The Foy of its Friends, and the Terror of its Ine. 
mies; for God is in the midit of ber. When the Members 
of a Church walk in Truth, are of one Mind and live in 
Peace, the God of Peace ſhall be with them, In vain then 
do Tyrants/perſecute their Perſons, and Hereticks attack 
their Faith; the Lord of Hoſt is with them, the God of Ja- 
eob is their Refuge; and as long as they thus Raiid toge- 
Ether, 'zhe Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt them. But 

when the Diſturbance of a Church is from within, and 

there's a Schiſm in the Body; when the Bands of Char!) 

cannot hold the Members together, but inſtead of „rio. 
ing together for the Hope of the Goſpel, againſt all the E. 
SH 5 3 3 nemies 


E 


Preach'd at EXON. 15 


nemies of their Salvation, they turn the Edge of their 
leal againſt their Brethren, ſtrive with them about Words 
mdThings to no Profit, wherein nothing neceſſary to Sal- 
tion (as themſelves own) 1s concerned, and carry | 
thoſe Une briſtian Conten tions ſo far as to break Commus 
um, and ſet up ſeparate Intereſts; when by this Means 
tioſe of the Chriſtian Faith are become the greateſt E- 
jemies to Chriſtian Love: Such a Diſorder in the Myſti- 
cal Body of Christ, can, I think, be repreſented by no- 
tling better than a Diſeaſe in the Natural Body, which 


runs up into Diſtraction; ſets the Patient a preying up- 
m himſelf, and tearing out his Bowels with his own 
F 1 

This is the Bleeding Condition of Religion, when the 
Unity of the Spirit and the Bonds of Peace are broken, 
en V ords and Actions are ſeldom under any Reſtraint $5 | 
tle Tongree becomes an unruly Evil, full of deadly Poiſon « | 
And how inſenſibly doth the Venowe diffuſe it ſelt thro? | 


ll the Faculties ot the Soul? How ſoon is the Under- |} 
och, ding darkned, the Vili perverted, the Paſſions inſla- 
e ned, and every thing ranckled into Envy and Revenge? 
tne 


And when People are thus blinded and fowr'd, they are. 
W ready to bite and devour one another, and in as much 
Pager of being devour d one of another, as the Great E- 


one ey of their Peace and Happineſs can deſire. 5-46 
one behdes, we ſhall find our ſelves moſt ſtrictly oblig'd 
Then 0 ſow the Fruit of our Righteouſneſs in Peace, as we are 

* ttt 


embers of the Church of Chrift, when we reflect upon 
Ile great Enccuragement and Advantage which Diſſen-. | 
m among Chriſtians give all the operand profeſs'd Rkus- 
Wer of Chriſtianity. 1 „ 9 
We have a lively Image of this in any Unneceſſary 

Mroverſy between two Brethren in Cui] Matters: 
bat a Breach doth it make, to let in all the Enemies 

5 te Family to plunder and devour it? And we may 
But ten obſerve, that a Perſon who, before the Contention 


Eye- 


ybers 


1 0 Fan, was an acknowledg'd Adverſary to both the Con- 
%% Parties, by railing at him who ſuffers the Wrong, | 
pe ll effectually recommend himſelf to him that bazh 


done 


emics 8 


plain from the 12th Chap. 1 Cor. Ver. 28. that Govern i 
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is An ASSIZE SERMON 
| done it, and ſo gain an Opportunity of ruining one Bo. 
nber by the Ailiſtance and to the Satisfaction ot the . 
tber. | 
been lately made upon Religion and Loyalty : For it 
cannot be 1magin'd, that any Perſons would have dard 
td have written ſo prophanely of the Ordinances of Gad, of 


not preſum'd to have found Shelter and Protection un- 
der our Diviſions. 


thee: And they alſomay be ONE in Us, that the World 


on with the Eftabliſh'd Church, which, on all ſides, is al- 


That they are united to it by Charity, when all the exter- 


We cannot frame a Notion of a Church without ſup- 
| poſing it to be a Society, and there can be no Soctery 


i  edifying of bis Church, as Prophets and Teachers, And to 


This fairly accounts for thoſe open Aſſaults that have 


fo /lightingly of Allegiance to his Vicegerent, if they had 


I NR tr irc ee x hw SS Bi co 


What an ill Influence Divifons have upon the Clrifi. 
an Religion, will further appear by that direct Oppyjion 
which they carry in their very Nature to the great 
Ends of Chriſtianity. OW 

All the gracious Deſigns of our Redeemer in all that 
he did and ſuffer'd for his Church, are contain'd in that 
Prayer which he offer d to his Father for it, That they 
All maybe ONE, as thou O Father art in me and I in 


may believe that thou baſt ſent me, John 17. 21. There's 
no Precept, or Promiſe of the Goſpel, but what is inclu- 
ded in our being united to God, and to one another: 'Tis 
the Perfection of Grace and Glory; And can there be a- 
ny doubt, whether Dzviffons be a Contradiction to Unt- 
ty ? Orwhether they be more conſiſtent than Light and 


Darkneſs ? $1 
Tis a triffling Evaſion for thoſe who break Communi- 


low'd to be a SOUND PART of the Catholick, to ſay, 


nal Marks of Diſaffetion to its Members, and Contempt of 
its Order and Governmenr, appear in their Words and 4- Wi 
Hons. 7% 


without Order, nor Order without Government; and tis 


ments were as much ordain d by Chriſt himſelf for the 


this 
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bs mud? be hath Commahded us 10 O55 din „ 
ave the Rule over us, and ſubmit bur ſelves ; for they | 
watch for our  Sonlt,” as they tbat muſt give an Accounts  } 
That they may do it with Foy, and not with Grief, for 
hut it anprofitable for us. Not to forſake the Aſſems * 
pling of bur far together, as the manner of ſome is. | 
That we ſhould all walk by the ſame Rule; and peak 
th ſame Things, And that we ſhould follow after the 
Things that make for Peace, and Things whereby one may | 
%%% 
Iheſe are Obligations which have a Divine Authority , 
ſimpreſs d upon them; to which all Paſton, Humour and 
lane) muſt be ſubmitted. And a conſcientious Obſerva- 
tion of thoſe Duties for the Peace and Edificarion of the 
(birch. of God, is a proper Evidence, both of our Love 
to him and to one another ; and proves, that it is not in 
Word and in Tongue only, but in Derd and in Truth. 
But for thoſe who have no Regard to thoſe ' neceſſary 
Meas which God himſelf hath" prefcrib'd for 1 dy ho 
vation of Unity, to talk of an INWARD Love they 
bear to thoſe, whom, without any juſt Cauſe, they Out- 
urch ſlight and avoid, is plainly to deceive themſelves, 


r . 

Ihe Great Aur bor and Finiſher of our Faith hath made 
Lite the very Badge of our Profefion; By this ball Al 
Mer know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one ano | 
bv: Which thews the NeceſFty of making it 45 pub. 
lck as tis poſſible, and expreſſing it by all the moſt _ 
manuteſt and. viſible Tokens of it; The World cannot 
wok into Hoa te, but muſt judge of our Aſfectiou, by 
wr Actions; they therefore who fly from their Chri- 
Yi bees, as if they were feel er Herericks for | 
Ning with which a Httle worldly Honour or Profit can | 
Prevail with them to comply, certainly take a very odd 
Airle to make all Men know, that they beerrily love | 
Men, What a lamentable Decay of Charity our un. 
555 Divifions have made among us, how cloſely *tis | 
wand, and how little of it deſerves the Name t 
Uiſtian, is too ſenſibly feli to need any further whe 4 ö 
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this 


Accord, of one Mind, Phil. 2. 1, 2. 
And becauſe the thinking 100 highly of themſelve, 


+ 


N , 


— 


— arrogance 
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. And ho much the Cauſe of C briſt ſuffers by this, and 
+ how greatly the Souls of thoſe are endanger d who wan. 


1 


not to be ſo much as once nam d among thoſe who are 


not look every Man on his ere a hut 2 Man alſo 
| on th F the 14th an | 
| ſesof the ſame Chapter, Do all Things without Murmur: 
| leſs, the Sons of God without Rebicke, in the midi of a eros. 


$3 duly weigh'd and conſcientiouſly practis d, by thoſe wi? 
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der out of the Paths of Love and Peace, and are rzoſed ty 
and fro, and carried about with every 7 ind of Dodtrine, 
am ſure highly deſerves to be laid to Heart. 
_.:And this lets us into the Reaſon of that Earneſtneſt 
and Vehemency of Expreſſion, with which St. Poul pteſ. 
ſes Unity and Concord upon his Philippians ; there's ſcarce 
a Paſſage in the whole Bible that hath a more fe 
ctionate warmth in it: F there be therefore yy Conſolati- 
on in Chriſt, Fj any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip 1 
the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, fulſil Fl my Joy, 
that ye be like-minded, baving the ſame Love, being of me 


: - 


and too meanly of others; the contracting their Lone 
ard Eſteem to a Seft or Party, and then accounting all 
thoſe as Enemies who are on the fide of Peace and Uni 
255 becauſe this Pride, Partiality and Prejudice are thoſe 
Foot of Bitterneſs from whence ſpring Hatred, Varianct, 
Emulation, Wrath, Strife, ſuch Luſts of the Fleſb as ought 


commanded to walk in the Spirit: the Apoſtle in the two 
next Verſes gives it in charge to all the Members ofthe 
Chriſtian Church,- that nothing ſbould be daue by them thro 


1 hr V ainglory; but that in lowlineſs. of Mind each 
ſhout 


deſteen other better than themſelves : -That they ſhow 


on the Things of others. And in t 15th Ver. 


+F * 


ing and Diſputings, that yg 27 be Blameleſs aud Harm. 


* 4 1 


ꝶ to 
If this moſt Paſſionate Requeſt of our Apoſtle, and 
thoſe. poſitive Commands of the Spirit of God, were but 


ed and perverſe Generation, among whom ye ſbine at} 


zalk ſo much of Conſcience, there would be a ſpeedy, 
End put to all our uncharitable and wnchrifitan pray 
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i The-Subflance of Religion would never ſuffer ſo 
och for the decent Ceremonies of it: There would be 
wſuch Differences about Indifferent "Things; and thoſe 
who urge . for their Separation, would find 
themſelves under the ftricteſt Tres of it, to reſtore the 
es and preſerve the Unity of that Church, which en- 
joins no UDureaſonable, and, by their own Confeſton, no 
Wavful Terms of Communion. Which brings me to that 
Which compleats the Character of one, that is under the 
(mint of the Wiſdom which is from above, and that is, 
that he be a Ma fer of Peace. + off eg DP 
And this is a Work which every Chriftian 18 obligd 
p ſet his Heart to, and his Hand if he is capable: Tis 
| ſignal Inſtance of our Charity, and one of the beſt 
Proots we can give of it. For, this is a Bufne ſ, that 
ien croſſes upon our Temporal Intereſt, and always up- 

0" our Eafo z expoſeth us to Cenſure and Slander, and 
rery often to the Diſpleaſure of thoſe for whoſe Good 
tis deſign d. But tlie Glory of God and the Good of 
Mankind are ſo nearly concern'd in it, the Commands = 
bo! Chrift and his Apoſtles are ſo expreſs for it, and the 
peat Deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion are ſo highly and 

0 directly promoted by it, that no Dificulzies ought ro 
Wicourage.us.. Eſpecially if to this we add, that Glo- 
rows Title of Howour, which He, who is the very Foun- 
ein of it, hath conferr'd upon all thoſe who are ſincere 
in this ruly Chriſtian Undertaking; that bey ſhall bo 
alled che Chi luren of God: Bleſſed aro the Peace maſtert, 
[or they ſhall be called the Children of God. „ 

If the Peace of God rule in our Hearts, it will not on- 
Vaſſwage any Swellings of our Pride and Paſſions, and 
ereby preſerve us in the pleaſant and peaceable Diſ- 
large of our whole Duty; but it will allo engage us to 
mmi ſerate thoſe who want To Ineſtimgble a Blefiing » 
kor, as Chriſtians, we are call'd to Peace in One Body; 
Which is the moſt endearing Conſideration, and, if duly 
elgh'd, cannot but raiſe in us a boly Zeal for the Peace 
8 Unity of this Church. which is but Oue, in whoſe 

Nalperity and Adverſity we muſt all ſhare; and we 
PE oo ad canuot 


% A» A$SSIZE SERMON 
* "cannot behold this Myſtical Body of Chriſt ſo unnanual 
rent by its on Members, and thereby made the Scyy 
And Contempt of the Ungoaly. and Propbane, with 


being very ſenſihly affected with it. F 
III will hope, that thoſe who divide from us will n. 
be leaft.concern'd for that great Scandal which Divij 
have brought upon the Chriſtian Religion, but will tro 
thence inter the Neceſſiy of Unity; and, inſtead of la 
ing ſo much Streſs upon a Humans In lulgence, which ci 
ma ke nothing good that is evil in it ſelf carefully exam 
into the Grounds of their Separation, and try whether 
hath any Warrant from the Scripturet, the only infa 
ble Guide; and whether, among thoſe ſo often reps 
ted Commands for. Peace, Unity, and giving no Offence 
* +zbe; Church of God, they can find one Text which wi 
| defend them in the keeping up a Separation from 
| Church, with which they have broken Communion will 
out any juſtifrable Cauſe ;, and ſeriouſly reflect, that thi 
more inconſiderahle thoſe things are in which they di 
fer from us, the more unchriſtian 18 their Contention i; 
bout them. This, by the Bleſſing of. God, may he an 
fectual Means to unite ut, and make us, with one Heal 
and one Iſouth, to glorify God, even the Fatber of » 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. VV "i 
But he that would make an impartial Enquiry int 
things of this Nature, muſt nothave MengÞerſons ina 
miration, nor Jean upon bis own Vuderſtandiſſ but put! 
ſelf under the Conduit of that Wiſdom which is from abo 
He muſt arm himſelf againfi the mighty Force of Prep! 
 fefron and Partiality, and conſider with what gre 
Difficulty we ape brought to ſee and own a darſing al 
Invererate' Error, which is deeply rooted by being I 
" defended ; and that there is nothing to which a Peſ 
ſon is more naturally averſe, tl.an. the charging hinjel 
with any Guilt or Folly; for which reaſon, thoſe thung 
which are moſt raſbly undertaken, 2re commonly til 


b : 


moſt obtinarelyperiiſted in. 
hen Moſes, fo remarkable for his Aeekneſs, rep" 
ved his Bretheren that ſtrove, he that die tle ron "ja 
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Pera m EXON. 21 | 
by from bim, ſaying, Who made thee a Prince aud'a © 


ur gl 

e over v7 But jet not fuch a Return of Boil for 
th is, or Hatred for Good will, be any Diſcouragement 
0 busthe Anthaſſadors the Prince 1 Peace, when we oh 
11 Marin bis Cauſe, and ſpeak his Truth in Love, how ili 
viſ ber it may be taken by thoſe for whoſe Advantage 

+ Mipintended. © We muſt pleaſe Mer no further than is 

F lat oniſtent with their Good to Bdrfication, it we. reſolve "i 
chen obe the Servants of Chriſt; and the greater Difficul- 
ami ts ve diſcover in any thing that we undertake for his 
ther 6b), the more earneſt muſt we be in our Addreſſes to 


tin, to give us a proportionable Aſſiſtance, 


Ind becauſe tis a common Arrifice, to erade the Foree 


re 

„by ing Peda again the Pes one 8 
ieee who aſſert it, all thoſe who would give the beſt 
rom Enidence, that they ſow the Fruit of Righteouſneſs in 
; witW#:ae, by a ſincere Endeavour toreſtore it where tis wan- 
at ti eng, muſt by 4 good Converſation ſhew forth their Works 
ey i lle Ener of Mi ſdom, that they may cut off, all Occaſion 
non n thoſe who ſeek Occaſion to ſpeak reproachfully, and 
an the more narrowly their Steps e the more care- 
ea ch they muft look to em. Te co ttdta 


Jo conclude, let us all therefore, by an exemplary 
Reh, by Love unfeign d, and by our moſt fervent and 


| enſtant Prayers, endeavour to engage the Prince of Pexce 
in a iunſelf, to take this great Fork of alin our Breacbet, 

ut h1 ond uniti ug ¶ upon the ſure Foundations of Truth, Righte- ' 
abo "neſs and Peace into his own Hand; and let this be 
Prep ur Comfort, that he is able to ſoften the bardeſt Heart, 
crea tofvecten the moſt bitter and exaſperated Spirit, and tg 
ing an Open the moſt lind and prejudic i Underſtanding, and 
ng l make us all to ſee, and to encline us all to follow, 
2 Peri fie great Things that belong to our Peace, before they b 
himſel fir ever hid i! ² 6⅛˙..˙ —·- - - db RR 
nly til 
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tunes of the meſt famous Pivines, Stateſ enim Swordſ 
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If}. De Arthritide Anomala: Sive, Interne Diſſrut 
Autor Gulielmo Muſgrave, M. D. Inclyti Medicorum London, 
enfium Collegit, et Regie Societatis, Socio. Odd. pr. 5 
A Practical Treatiſe coneetuing evil Thought 
%%% on SIPs. 11.608 
1] The Senſorium: Or, A Philofophical Diſcourk 
of the Senſes, Whergin their Anatomy, and their ſeveral Senſatim 
ately deſcrib'd by 
Mat. Beare, M. LOS £73 AO 2% oC 2 Octa. pr. 15 641 
„L. The Rules and Meaſures of Alms- giving, and the 
manifold Advantages of Charity- Schools; a Sermon, preachd it 
St, Feter s. Church, in EXE I E R, by the Right Reverend Pz. 
ther in G.O D Rn of EXON... To which y 

of 
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added His Lordſhip's Letter to the Glergyof his Dioceſs. 


the Nece//ity of Epiſcopal Ordination aſſerted;in a Sermon preachd 
at the Primary Viſitation of the Right Reverend Father in God 
Ofspring; Lord Biſhop of Exon, held at Okehampton, Auguft 1y, 
1700. b Vill. Roberts, M. A. Rector of Facobſtow, in Dewn 
Pabliſh'd by His Lordſhip's Command, and at the Requeſt of the 
Reverend the Clergy. The Third Edition. pr. 34, 
ir The Rrgbes of the Englih MONARCHY: 
In a Letter to a Perſon of Quality, ' pr. 648 

... +. PRAYERS, recommended by the Right Reverend 
b hole that zatend to be Con- 
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